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Planning Policy Team, 

Post Point 15, 

Town Hall, 

Walliscote Grove Road, 

Weston-super-Mare, 

BS23 1UJ 

Dear Sirs 

NORTH SOMERSET LOCAL PLAN 2036 ISSUES AND OPTIONS CONSULTATION 

RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF BLOOR HOMES SOUTH WEST 

MENDIP SPRING GARDEN VILLAGE 

We write on behalf of our client, Bloor Homes South West [“Bloor Homes”], in response to the North Somerset 

Local Plan 2036 Issues and Options Document [“the Issues document”] which is being consulted on until 10 

December 2018. 

We respond to the Issues consultation with specific references to the land being promoted by Bloor Homes, which 

forms part of the emerging Mendip Spring Garden Village allocation. 

The indicative site location plan demonstrating the full extent of the site is enclosed at Appendix 1. We have set 

out responses to the consultation questions posed in the Issues document considered relevant to Bloor Homes’ 

land interests at Mendip Spring, in turn.  Whilst we have not responded to questions on all the matters covered in 

the Issues document, we reserve the right to comment on related issues at a later date if required. 

Q15. Do you have any comments on the proposed vision for Mendip Spring Garden Village? 

We agree with and generally support the proposed vision for Mendip Spring Garden Village. The aspirational vision 

sets the correct tone to develop a supportive planning policy context to deliver a sustainable new community to 

help meet the Region’s housing needs in the medium to long term.  This includes the potential for development 

pursued on Garden Village principles to deliver substantial new Green Infrastructure, and for development in this 

location to take advantage (and contribute where appropriate) to the new transport infrastructure (Strategic Road 

Network improvements) planned for this area. 

Q16. Do you agree with the principles set out for Mendip Spring Garden Village and would you suggest 

any changes to these? 
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The principles set out for Mendip Spring Garden Village are broadly agreed and reflect the proposed vision. 

However, we do consider a further principle should be added: 

• A masterplan will be produced for the site which maximises effective and efficient use of the available 

developable land, assisting in the viability of the scheme, helping to justify key infrastructure funding, and 

ensuring there is a critical mass of housing to secure the vitality of a village in the long term. 

 Q17 and Q18. Do you have any comments on the concept diagrams and alternative scenarios set out? 

And are there any other options you would add for accommodating strategic growth at Mendip Spring 

Garden Village? 

We consider that the concept diagram in the Issues document provides a reasonable starting point to consider how 

strategic housing development could come forward in this area, however we consider that both of the alternative 

scenarios should be considered: 

• Further development to the north towards Stock Lane; and 

• Further development to the west towards Common Lane. 

In order to maximise the benefits from the delivery of a new Garden Village, the delivery of a settlement with 

sufficient critical mass to help deliver and support key services and infrastructure, including high levels of quality 

green infrastructure, should be maximised where appropriate to do so. It is our view that there are limited 

constraints to a wider development being considered within the areas towards Stock Land and towards Common 

Lane and both should be progressed. 

In addition to these, we consider that a further scenario should be considered. There is an opportunity for 

development to be accommodated further south than currently identified, while still retaining a substantial 

strategic green space and physical separation between the settlements and achieving the objectives of the 

allocation. This may give the opportunity for shared infrastructure, such as green space, which can provide a 

meeting space for both communities.  

We consider that further consideration of all of the three above scenarios is justified and the correct course of 

action at this stage of the plan making process, for the following reasons: 

• Inclusion of further land could lead to a greater number of homes being delivered from this SDL which will 

assist North Somerset in accommodating the strategic growth aspirations in both this plan period and 

beyond (creating  positive planning platform for the delivery of a sustainable garden community and much 

needed future housing growth. Importantly, it will also make the most efficient use of the identified 

location for development, and allow comprehensive planning and infrastructure delivery; 

• As demonstrated on the accompanying indicative site location plan at Appendix 1 (showing the land being 

promoted by Bloor Homes), there is further available land to the north, to the west, and to the south; 

• This further land, like the land currently identified in the Issues Document Concept Diagram, remains free 

from major planning constraints; 

• Establishing a critical mass of housing in this location will assist in providing the amount of homes required 

to viably deliver the key piece of local infrastructure, the proposed Sandford and Churchill Bypass. 

If you would like to discuss our comments or require any further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Bloor Homes intends to seek early dialogue with North Somerset Council on this opportunity in order to agree a 

positive planning framework for the progression and delivery of this exciting garden community opportunity. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jeff Richards 

Director, Head of Planning South West 

jeff.richards@turley.co.uk 
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Appendix 1: Indicative Site Location Plan 
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